
- Hurricane Sandy struck the heart of Mantoloking and has caused 
unprecedented destruction and damage.  Make no mistake, our little 
beachside community was hit and it was hit hard.  Houses were thrown 
about like pick-up sticks and boats, and cars ended up in neighbor's yards

- The one bit of good news is that we did not have any fatalities or injuries 
and when you consider the size and magnitude of this storm, it was really a 
miracle

- I have lived in this town full time for over 22 years, and I have never, ever 
seen anything like what happened to us on monday.  It will be a day that we 
all will remember for the rest of our lives

I would like to give you a brief overview of the damaged that we sustained, 
what we need from the State and the Federal Government and then what 
the plans are to get our residents back in their homes.

1) There was not a single home in this town that did not receive some sort 
of damage-- a substantial amount of homes were completely lost and even 
more homes were rendered uninhabitable by Sandy's wrath;

2) We have no electricity in any part of the part of the town, our sewer 
infrastructure is completely demolished and leaking gas remains a very big 
issue

3) The ocean breached the dunes in most areas of the town and in a 
remarkable series of events, at least three new inlets between the ocean 
and the bay were formed. As you can see here, these are not small inlets, 
they are as wide as a football field and several feet deep.

What do we need to do to overcome this great adversity? 

1) we need the continued support of the State and Federal governments.  I 
know the Governor was over in Brick yesterday-- I hope he has the chance 
to come to Mantoloking to see the devastation first hand.  The State DOT 
has done a fantastic job clearing the debris and the roads so we can get 
the utility people in to make the area safe.  Remarkably, they also closed 
two of inlets and made them passable for the heavy equipment that needs 



to get through;

2) We need to have the continue support of FEMA and to make sure that 
we are not bogged down by red tape;

3) We need the Army Corp of Engineers to help us devise a plan with how 
to close the massive gap at the end of Herbert Street between the ocean 
and the bay

4) We also need our residents to be patient.  I totally understand that 
people want to get back to theirs homes and see their possessions, get 
their lives back on track and move on, but the fact of the matter is that it 
remains unsafe. It is unsafe for two reasons: 

1) There is a inordinate amount of heavy construction going back and 
forth-- residents entering back into town will greatly slow their efforts;

2) Most important, it is not safe.  Many of surviving homes have been 
knocked clear off their foundations and gas leaks remain an issue 

So what is the plan?

1)  make sure that the all access to the ocean from the bay is safely closed. 
The DOT and the Army Corps are working hard on this and hopefully it will 
be done soon.
2)  first and for most, make the town safe.  Safe for the reconstruction 
crews to do their work, and ultimately so residents can have access to their 
homes.
3) we need to get the utilities companies in to restore gas, electricity, and 
sewer.  It is imperative that the roads are made passable so that they can 
get to work.
4) We have engineers and architects coming in and going house by house 
this weekend and hope to have a town-wide assessment by the end of this 
weekend.  Once this assessment is complete we will allow residents back 
in a limited time period to see their homes.  For obvious reasons, we will 
grant access for permanent residents and those who have houses that are 
still standing. 

Longer term, we need to work with State and Government officials to make 
sure that we ultimately rebuild the town in a responsible way that protects 



the property rights of our home owners and our towns unique heritage.  Our 
town website and OEM Facebook page are the best resources to keep you 
up to date. 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has worked tirelessly in helping 
us rebuild.  Our local police, volunteer Fire Department and OEM officials 
have been on the scene since the beginning of the storm.  Most have been 
operating on little or no sleep.  Our friends over Tow Boat USA in Brick 
have been a Godsend-- without their support we very well could have lost 
all of our emergency vehicles-- from our fire trucks to police cars.

The Federal and State Agencies have also been great.  The DOT has 
cleared the roads, the State police and National Guard have protected our 
property and possessions.  

I would like to introduce you to Steve Gillingham, a member or our town 
Council, our Chief of Police, Mark Wright and Assistant Fire Chief our 
Deputy OEM Coordinator Courtney Bixby.  We have limited time, but have 
a time for a few questions.  


