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What's New

Future developments. The IRS hascreated a
page on IRS.gov for:information about Publica-
tion 584, at www.irs.gov/pub584. Information
about any future developments affecting Publi-
cation 584 (such as legislation- enacted after we
release it) will be posted-on that page.

Introduction

- This: workbook is designed to help you figure
your loss on personal-use property in the event
of a disaster, casualty, or theft. It contains
schedules to help you figure the loss to your
.main home, its ‘contents, and your motor vehi-
cles. However, these schedules are for:your in-
formation only. You must complete Form 4684,
. Casualties and Thefts, to report your loss.

~How To Use This Workbook

You can use this workbook by following these :
five steps.

1. Read Publication 547 to learn about the
tax rules for casualties, disasters, and
* thefts. ;

2. Kndm; the definitions of cost or other basis
and fair market value, discussed later.

- 3. Fillout Schedules 1 through 20.
4. Read the instructions for Form 4684.

5. 'Filllout Form 4684 using the information
. you entered'in'Schedules 1'through 20.

Use the chart 'below:to find out' how to use
. Schedules 1 through.19 to fill out Form 4684.

i i And enter it on
Take what's in each row of... Form 4684...
Golumnelisar:ch o5 st s i Line 1
Columy 2 syt L idn Tt . Line 2
Column3 ... ...... St AR S Line'3
Column4 ........0..... SRS © Line4
Column5 ......... R LR S sk Line 5
ColumniBHaializ s i Bl giilea 1 Line 6
Columnii il e e T e i Line 7
ColUmniBREFer g e S i Line 8
Column @i i 2 ey i 5, Line'9

Losses

Generally, you may deduct losses to your

. horfie; household goods, and motor vehicles on
your-federal income tax return. However, you
may not deduct a casualty or theft loss that is
covered by insurance unléss you filed a timely
insurance claim for reimbursement. Any reim-
bursement you receive will reduce the loss. If
you did not file an insurance claim, you may de-
.duct only the part of the:loss; that was: not.cov-
ered by insurance.

Amount of loss. You figure the amount.of youf
loss using the following steps.

. 1. Determine your cost or other basis in the
property before.the casualty or theft. 3



2. Determine the decrease in fair market
value (FMV) of the property as a result of
the casualty or theft. (The decrease in

- FMVis the/differencelbetween the proper- -

ty's value immediately before antl immedi-
ately after the casualty or theft;).

- 8. Fromthe smaller of.the amounts you de-
termined in (1).and (2), subtract any insur-
ance or other reimbursement.you received
or expect to receive.

Apply- the deduction limits, discussed later, to
determine the amount/of-your deductible loss.

Cost or other basis. Cost or. other basis
usually means original:cost plus improvements.
If-you:did, not acquire the property by purchas-

ing it, your basis is determined.as discussed.in

Publication 551, Basis of Assets. If you inheri-
ted the property. from someone who died in
. 2010, and.the executor. of the decedent's estate
made the election to file Form 8939; refer to.the
information provided by the executor or see
Publication' 4895; Tax Treatment -of Property
Acquired From a Decedent Dying in 2010.

Fair market value. FMV is the pfice for

which you-could sell-your property/to a willing

~ buyer, when neither of 'you has to sell or buy
and both of you. know all the relevant facts.
When filling out Schedules 1 through 20, you
need to know the FMV. of the property immedi-
ately before and immediately after the disaster,
casualty, or.theft. ;

Separate computations. Generally; if a single

- casualty or theft-involves more than one item of
property, you must figure the loss on.each item

-separately. Then combine the:losses to deter-
mine the total loss from that'casualty or theft.

Exception for. personal-use real prop-
erty. In figuring a. casualty loss on per-
sonal-use real property, the entire property (in-
cluding any improvements, such as buildings,
trees, and shrubs) is treated as one item. Figure
the foss using the smaller of the following.

® The decrease in FMV of the entire prop-
erty. st ! 3
® The adjusted basis of the entire property.

Deduction limits. After you have figured the
~amount of your loss, as discussed earlier, you
must figure how 'much:of the loss you can de-
“duct. You do this on Form 4684, section A. If
the loss was to property for your personal use
or your.family's, ‘there are two limits on the
amount you- can deduct for your casualty or
theft loss. ; §

1. You'must reduce each casualty:or theft
- loss by, $100($100 rule).
; :

2. You must further reduce the total of all
your losses by 10% of your adjusted gross

income (10% rule).

More information. For more information
about the deduction limits; see Publication 547.

'When: your loss'is deductible. You can gen-
-erally deduct -a casualty or disaster area loss
. only in the tax year in which the casualty or dis-
aster occurred. You.can generally deduct a
theft loss only in the year you discovered your.
property was stolen. However, you can choose
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to deduct disaster area losses on your return for
the year immediately before the year of the dis-
aster if the President has declared your area a
federal disaster area. For details; see Disaster
Area Losses in Publication 547,

P

(;omrhents_ and Suggestions

We welcome your comments ‘about this publi-
cation and your suggestions for future editions.

Youean write to us at the following ‘address:

- Internal Revenue Service
Individual Forms and Publications Branch
SE:W:CAR:MP:T:| ; B
1111 Constitution Ave. NW, IR-6526
Washington, DC 20224 .

We ‘respond to' many letters by telephone.
Therefore, it would be helpful if you would. in-
clude your daytime phone number, including

the area code, in your correspondence.

You can email us’ at laxforms@irs.gov.
Please put “Publications Comment” on'the sub-
ject line. You can also send us.comments from
www.irs.gov/formspubs.: Select “Comment ‘on
Tax Forms and:Publications™ under “Information
about.” : )

Although we cannot respond individually to
-each.comment received, we.do appreciate your
feedback and will.consider your comments as
Wwe revise our tax.products.

Ordering forms and publications. Visit
www.irs.gov/formspubs/to download forms and

publications, call 1-800-829-3676, or ‘write to
the address below and receive a response
within 10 days after your requestiis received.

Internal' Revenue Service

1201 N. Mitsubishi-Motorway
Bleoming_ton. IL 61705-6613.

Tax questions. ybu have a tax question,

check the information available on IRS.gov or -

call 1-800-829-1040. We cannot answer tax
questions sent to either of -the above ad-
dresses. : :

%

How To Get Tax Help

You can get help with unresolved tax issues, or-
der free publications and forms, ask tax ques-
tions, and get information from the'IRS in sev-
‘eral ways. By selecting the method that is best
for you, you will'have quick and easy access to
tax help. : :

Free help with your.return. Free helpin:pre-

paring your return is available nationwide from
IRS-certified volunteers. The Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) program is designed to
help low-moderate income taxpayers and the
Tax Counseling for the Elderly: (TCE) program

is designed to assist taxpayers age 60:and -

older with their tax returns. Most VITA and TCE
sites  offer free - electronic filing and all volun-

teers will let you'know about credits and deduc-

tions you may be entitled to claim. To find the

nearest VITA or TCE site, visit IRS.gov or
1-800-906-9887 or 1-800-829-1040. -

As part of the TCE program, AARP o

the Tax-Aide counseling prdgram. To find

nearest

AARP ' Tax-Aide site,

1-888:227-7669 or visit AARP's website at
www.aarp.org/moneyftaxaide. - ;

For: more‘information on these programs

to IRS.gov and enter keyword “VITA” in'the
perright-hand corner.

/

Internet. - You can access the

' website at IRS.gov 24 hours a da
by daysia week to: ; :

E-file your return. Find out about comm
cial taxpreparation and e-file services
available free to eligible taxpayers.

' Check the status of your-2011 refund. G

to IRS.gov and click on Where's My Re-

‘fund. Wait atleast 72 hours after the IR

acknowledges receipt of your-e-filed re-
turn, or 3 to 4 weeks after mailing a pap:
return. If you filed Form 8379 with yourr
turn, wait 14 weeks (11 weeks ifyou file
electronically). Have your 2011 tax.retut
available so'you can provide your social
security number, your filing status, and t
exact whole dollar amount of your refuni
Download:forms, including talking tax
forms, instructions, and publications.
Order IRS products online.

Research'your tax questions online.

Search publications online by topic or ke
word.

Use the online.Internal'Revenue Code,
regulations, or other official guidance.
View Internal Revenue Bulletins (IRBs)

[published in the last few years. _
Figure your withholding allowances usin;

the withhelding calculator 6nline at
www.irs.gov/individuals. :
Determine if Form 6251 must be filed by
using our Alternative Minimum Tax (AM1
Assistant available online at www.irs.gov
individuals. ;

Sign:up to receive local and national tax

' news:by email.

Getiinformation on starting and operating

-..small business.

.

Phone. 'Maﬁy‘ services are availat
by phone.

. Ordering,fbnns, instructions, and publica

tions. Call 1-800-TAX -FORM

(1-800-829-3676) to order current-year
forms, instructions, and publications, and

| prior-year forms‘and instructions. You

should receive your order within 10 days.
Asking tax questions. Call the IRS with
your tax questions at-1-800-829-1040.
Solving problems. You can get
face-to-face help:solving tax problems ev
ery business day in IRS Taxpayer Assis-
tance Centers. An employee can explain
IRS letters, request adjustments to your
account, or help.you set up a payment

- plan. Callyour local Taxpayer Assistance

Center.for.an'appointment. To find the

_number, go to www.irs.gov/localcontacts

orlook in the phone book under United
States Government, Internal Revenue.
Service.
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