February 16, 2016

Dear [Insert Homeowner Name]:

As you may or may not know, our beach is in a dire state. In October, we skirted disaster when
Hurricane Joaquin changed course and made a right rather than a left. However, Joaquin did take
a huge amount of sand and moved it offshore and away from the dunes. The latest January Nor’
Easter, winter storm Jonas, devastated our sand supply. With the exception of a small area in the
Southern part of town, the steel wall is exposed anywhere from 6-19 feet and the rocks in the
Northern part of town were completely exposed and, in some areas, damaged. The beach is
inaccessible and we are seriously worried that there may not be enough sand to allow access to
the beach this summer. If it were not for the wall and the rocks, we would have certainly have
several breaches in our very weak dune defense system— with the potential to destroy rebuilt
homes, gardens, infrastructure and dreams. The wall and the rocks are simply not designed to
work as single handed storm prevention units. We need beach replenishment. Please see the
pictures below:




Sadly, there was a very good chance that we could have already had the Corps project completed
and doing its job. Unfortunately, we need to have 100% of the easements in hand for the Army
Corps to “bid out” the project. We have approximately 90% of those easements. I am writing
this to you not only as a Council person, but as a neighbor. We need your help.

I recently met with Commissioner Martin from the NJ Department of Environmental

Protection. There is absolutely no doubt in my mind that ultimately the State will acquire the
necessary easements to make this project a reality. They have assembled a top notch legal team,
have precedent on their side and have the political will and capital to make sure that the
necessary easements will be acquired.

Living in Mantoloking full-time, and seeing what is happening firsthand on the beach, I am most
fearful that we are in a race against time:



e Time to get sand on the beach so we can all visit it safely;

o Time before our luck runs out and a storm a fraction of the size of Sandy causes
immeasurable and irreparable damage;

o Time before the wall that was designed to buried, not constantly exposed, fails;

e Time before the winds of political change or “more urgent” needs for the Federal money
designated for replenishment is shifted elsewhere;

o Time before the folks waiting to rebuild decide to move because of the state of the beach;

e Time in the amount of years our taxes will continue to rise because people refuse to
rebuild without a beach in front of their homes;

e Time before property values reach record low levels because of the continued
uncertainty;

o Time that residents stay up at night during every storm and wonder whether things will
be the same in the morning; and

o Time that we have spent trying to return Mantoloking to the special place that it once
was.

Many of you are concerned that the beach won't be the same as it used to be. You are correct, it
will be the biggest beach we have ever had. As you can tell from this cutaway, there will be a
huge amount of beach in front of a massive dune (that the police will ensure that this dune is kept
free of beach-goers). When people visit our beaches, they tend to congregate by the water. After
the project is complete, the water is going to be quite a distance from your home at any tide.

*See attached Typical Cross Setion USACE Project and NJDEP/NJDOT Steel Sheet pile Project
for more details*

There is a very good chance that if we can get our easement issues wrapped up, we can get the
replenishment project in very short order. Please sit down with your family, your neighbor, a
trusted advisor, anyone... and look at the facts. You have a great opportunity to get our
community back on track and put the horrible memory of Sandy behind us.

I am happy to come and meet with you at a moments notice if you need further information. I
know that Commissioner Martin and his staff can also be available should you need further
information from the State. We are all committed to getting this done.

Thanks in advance for your consideration and for taking a fresh look at this very important issue-
your decision will determine the very existence of our town and affect the entire community.



Sincerely,

Chris Nelson
Council Person
Dune and Beach Committee Chair

e Mayor George Nebel
Commissioner Bob Martin
Members of the Borough Council
Borough Clerk
Borough Attorney
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